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The Reputation of Richard III

For centuries, Richard III has been remembered as one of
England’ s most controversial kings. His reign lasted only two years
in the late fifteenth century, yet his image has been shaped strongly
by stories written long after his death. These accounts often
describe him as cruel, power-hungry, and responsible for the deaths
of his young relatives. As a result, Richard’ s name became closely
associated with betrayal and ambition.

Much of this negative image can be traced to literary and
historical works produced after the fall of his family. One powerful
influence was a play by William Shakespeare, which presented
Richard as a physically deformed villain who would do anything to
gain the throne. Earlier historical writings, including those by
Thomas More, also portrayed Richard in a critical way. Modern
historians point out that these works were written under rulers who
benefited from Richard’s defeat, raising questions about their
objectivity.

In recent decades, new evidence has encouraged scholars to
reconsider Richard’s reputation. Archaeological discoveries and
careful analysis of historical records suggest that some traditional
claims may be exaggerated or incorrect. For example, medical
studies of Richard’s remains indicate that while he had a curved
spine, he was not as severely disabled as earlier descriptions
suggested. Other evidence implies that he was an experienced
soldier who took an active role in battle.

Even so, debate continues among historians. While some argue
that Richard was unfairly judged by history, others believe he may
still have committed acts that justified criticism. What is clear is that
Richard’ s image was shaped not only by his actions, but also by the
political needs and cultural values of later generations.
Understanding this process reminds us that history is often written
as much by memory and power as by facts.



(1) What is one thing the passage suggests about early accounts of

1.

Richard III?
They were written by people who directly observed Richard’ s
reign and recorded events without later political pressure.

. They strongly shaped Richard’ s long-lasting public image,

even though their objectivity and accuracy can reasonably be
questioned today.

. They were mostly ignored by later historians and had little

influence on Richard’ s reputation in modern historical studies.

. They focused mainly on military victories and political reforms

rather than on Richard’ s character or personal behavior.

(2) According to the passage, what has recent research revealed

1.

about Richard III?
His physical condition prevented him from fighting in battles,
making earlier accounts of his military role impossible.

. Scientific analysis of his remains has confirmed that

traditional descriptions of his body were completely accurate.
Some long-accepted beliefs about his physical disabilities
were likely exaggerated and not fully supported by modern
evidence.

Archaeological discoveries have completely ended
disagreement among historians about Richard’ s life and short
reign.

(3) Which of the following views would the author of the passage

1.

most likely support?
Historical figures should be judged only by modern scientific
evidence, while written records should be treated cautiously.

. Richard III’s reputation was shaped entirely by his own

actions, without influence from later political interests.

. Political and cultural contexts of later periods strongly

influence how historical figures are remembered and
evaluated.
Literary works provide a more reliable understanding of
historical figures than official documents or academic
research.
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