Read the following passage and answer the questions below.
My dear granddaughter,

I have watched, with both pride and quiet concern, how you
continue to devote yourself to your studies even on days when the
weight of discouragement seems to press upon your young
shoulders, and I know well that the trials you now face often appear
far larger than they truly are. ()Yet allow an old man, who has lived

sufficiently long to witness countless storms pass and countless

worries fade, and who, having endured both hardship and grace, has

learned how time quietly softens nearly every sorrow, to remind you

of a simple truth.

Many years from now, when you look back from the vantage
point of a wiser and more seasoned self, the troubles that trouble
you today will soften into memories—small, almost tender in their
distance—and you will come to understand that each stumbling
stone was shaping the very strength upon which your future will
stand.

In moments of hardship, people instinctively lower their gaze
and see only the shadows at their feet, forgetting that no shadow
exists without a source of light. But when you summon the courage
to lift your head, even slightly, the world expands; the air changes;
and, as Mark Twain so beautifully suggested, “People can see the
stars beyond the storm only when they raise their eyes.” The stars
he speaks of are not merely celestial bodies but symbols of hope,
direction, and the quiet certainty that tomorrow holds possibilities
unseen from the ground.

So, whenever the path feels heavy beneath your feet, breathe
deeply, raise your eyes to the wide and waiting sky, and ;remember
always that there is nothing in your journey that could ever diminish

the pride I feel in watching you grow, no more truly than can any
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passing shadow cast for but a fleeting moment by drifting clouds

upon a steadfast and ancient lantern weaken the unwavering light

by which a traveler finds his way.

With lasting affection,
Grandfather

Q1. Translate the underlined part (1) into Japanese.
Q2. Translate the underlined part (2) into Japanese.

Q3. What lesson does the grandfather hope his granddaughter will
learn from his message?

Q4. After reading the letter above, imagine that you are this girl’s
close friend. If you were in her friend’s place, what kind of letter
would you write to encourage her? Write a message in 80-100 words,
keep a warm and supportive tone, and include at least one
supporting sentence explaining why your encouragement can be
trusted. Also reflect at least one theme or image from the
grandfather’ s letter.
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o Dear OO,
o Hey OO,(BLL)
KOS AERBIEDRVIE,
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[ BRI EBR AL N>TOBDE LN —ENSIEDS,
e [ know you’ve been working so hard lately.
e [ can see how difficult things have been for you.
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o Maybe it might help to lift your eyes when everything feels heavy.

o Try to take one small step at a time.
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o [say this because I've seen how strong you really are.
e [ believe this works because it helped me when I felt lost.
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o HE% LT3 (lift your eyes)
o HXEDAA—V(light, stars)
o EEINNAZFISITS (time softens things)

o Like your grandfather said, you may see a light when you lift your eyes.
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e I'm always here for you.

o Youdon’t have to face this alone.

o With all my support,
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