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The more closely one looks at
modern society and the more
ambitious one becomes, the more
evident it becomes that comparison,
once praised as progress, has
become the seed of misery, among
the illusions of which one is sure yet
by which one is deceived.
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It is not just the moment, that
deceptive point at which man begins
to compare himself with others, that
marks his fall, but also the enduring
desire, that silent tyranny of the
heart, which makes him measure his
worth only by surpassing others.
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According to the essay, what do
Montaigne and Rousseau have in
common in their views on human
freedom and self-growth?
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Both philosophers believed that true
freedom comes from inner discipline,
comparison or

not from social

recognition. They saw self-



mastery—not superiority—as the
path to peace and virtue.
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Montaigne and Rousseau both taught
that comparing oneself with others
destroys peace of mind. They
emphasized harmony within the self,
arguing that only those who rule
their hearts can be truly free.
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Both Montaigne and Rousseau saw
true freedom as an inner condition
achieved through self-mastery.
They rejected social comparison as
the source of misery and taught that
peace comes only from harmony
within the self.
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Question:

The author argues that true wisdom
begins when we stop comparing
ourselves with others.

Do you agree or disagree? Explain
your opinion with one or two
concrete examples from your own
experience or observation.

(Write about 80-100 words.)
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I completely agree that wisdom
begins when we stop comparing. In
high school, I used to envy a friend
who always scored higher than me.
But once I began to focus on my own
progress—reading a bit more,
studying a bit longer—I felt calm
instead of anxious. Comparison gave
me pressure; reflection gave me
peace. Now I believe that success is
not being above others but being
better than yesterday’s self, and
that quiet confidence is the truest
freedom.
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I partly agree. Comparison itself is
not always evil; it can show us
direction. When I saw a classmate
speak English fluently, I first felt
inferior, but then motivated to
practice every day. Still, I learned
that comparison helps only when
used for growth, not for pride. If we
compare to learn, it enlightens us; if
we compare to compete, it enslaves
us. So, the key is to turn comparison
into  reflection—measuring  not
superiority but sincerity—and that
shift, I believe, is the beginning of
wisdom.
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