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When he was nine years old he was brought to the door by a policeman
who kept one hand on his arm as if to stop him from running away. He had
been caught writing with a crayon on a wall of the subway station and his

parents were expected to discipline him. The entire rest of the day he stayed

in his room waiting for his father to come home from the shirt factory. A

slap in the face, he thought, perhaps that's all I'll get. And mavbe no

allowance for the coming week. Still, he could not help but be apprehensive.
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Whether we should actually criticize people who are doing their fair
share, but no more than that, depends on the psychological impact that

such criticism will have on them, and on others. If most people are doing

little or nothing, setting a higher standard than the fair-share level may

seem so demanding that i1t discourages people who are willing to make a

basic contribution from doing even that. So it may be best to avoid

criticizing those who achieve the fair-share level. In moving our society’s

standards forward, we may have to progress one step at a time.
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British English has always been, and continues to be, a language of
dialects. Wherever one goes in England, or elsewhere in Britain, there are
very obvious differences between the ways in which people speak in
different places. It is so with the words used, with the grammar or the way
in which words are organized, and very noticeably with pronunciation or
accent. Everyone in the country seems to be aware of this variety to some
extent, and most of us take this diversity for granted much of the time.

However, variation in dialect, and especially in pronunciation, 1s a subject

about which most people are quite willing to express an opinion when

invited to, and many people are without being asked to. Stop anyone in the

street and ask what their word 1s, for example, for the soft shoe that is worn
when playing sports, or what their opinion is of a Cockney* or any other
accent, and you can almost guarantee an interested and an interesting

response.

*Cockney: 22 R 72E D
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(1) KBKZ: 1994 (248)

For only a tiny fragment of human history has man been aware even

that he had a history. During nearly all the years since man first developed

writing and civilization began, he thought of himself and of his community

1n ways quite different from those familiar to us today. He tended to see the

passage of time, not as a series of unique, irreversible moments of change,

but rather as a continuous repetition of familiar moments. The cycle of the

seasons — spring, summer, fall, winter, spring — was for him the most

vivid, most intimate sign of passing time.
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Some people are so changed by their life’'s experience that in old age
they behave in completely unexpected ways. Many of us know elderly men
and women who no longer act as we have come to expect them to act. I am

not talking here about victims of senile dementia*. In the examples [ am

talking of the person continues to behave in what most people would agree

1s a normal manner, but one so remote from his old self that he appears, to

those who know him, to be someone else entirely.




(3) FAPKTS 2001(2)

@In normal waking consciousness, the forebrain sorts through various

kinds of internal and external sensory data to construct a meaningful view

of the world. Faced with a flood of disconnected, random inputs generated

by more primitive areas of the brain during sleep, the higher mental centers

attempt to 1mpose order on the incoming signals, creating whatever

narrative structure dreams have. Many dreams that are just clusters of

incoherent images represent incoming groups of signals that the forebrain

was simply not able to synthesize.
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