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We went to a rural area of Tohoku on a school trip. Walking
around near our hotel, we saw a lot of ducks in the rice fields. I
wondered @if those ducks were wild ducks, so I asked Mr. Kamota,
our teacher, about it. He said they were not wild ducks but were
kept by the local farmers. He explained a method of agriculture
@which uses ducks.

Recently, ®@in response to consumers’ anxiety about the quality
of food, the number of farmers @who grow crops using as small an
amount of agricultural chemicals as possible has increased. Mr.
Kamota said, “I heard that the farmers in this area don’t use
chemicals at all when they grow rice. They depend on ducks instead.
Did you know that no animal is ®as helpful as the duck when
growing rice?” He explained that ducks eat various harmful insects
®that prevent rice from growing healthily. The ducks’ droppings
work @as fertilizer. Also, their pecking at the rice plants
@®stimulates the rice to grow better. He also added, “The farmers
can sell the ducks for meat @®when the rice has been harvested. All
of the farmers in this area are grateful to the ducks.”

It sounds @@as if there are no drawbacks to this farming method.
However, man cannot completely control nature. Ducks are ducks,
not chemicals. Sometimes they don’t work as we want them to
@because their appetite is influenced by the weather. When
farmers don’t depend on chemicals, @that means it takes a lot of
time and effort to keep their fields under control. Yet the number of
farmers @engaged in this kind of agriculture is increasing. This is
@because vegetables and rice grown without chemicals are safer
than those grown with chemicals and popular among people who are
health conscious.
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English has finally come to be a required subject at Japanese
elementary schools. Ken-bo, a second-year student living next door
to me, is already attending an English conversation school. One day
he suddenly spoke to me in English. I was very surprised because
he spoke Das if he were a native speaker of English.

I am a second-year student at high school. @Although I have
studied English for 5 years after entering junior high school, I still
cannot speak English very well. I can barely understand even an
easy conversation. I thought, “@I wish I had started learning English
when I was small.” When I said so to one of my friends, he said, “For
Japanese, it’s Japanese @that has a higher priority, not English. I
guess even a brain scientist wouldn’t know ®when is the best time
to start learning English. ®It seems to be true that young children
can learn foreign languages more easily than adults, but if they fail
in the attempt, they might @end up disliking foreign languages.”

@If children begin to learn English from early childhood, they
will feel more familiar with foreign people and cultures in English-
speaking countries and @take an interest in their way of living. 01t
would be valuable for them to have an opportunity to use English
before entering school; as they grow up, their English studies will
be focused on acquiring lots of knowledge rather than actually using
it in conversation. Adults, however, must not force children to study
English. Also, at school, teachers need to make sure @that students
stay interested in whatever they are learning. @What’ s important
is that learning should be enjoyable.
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We can’ t live without water. ©Needless to say, water is essential
for us to build a basis for life and to maintain cities. Therefore, since
ancient times, every civilization has developed in a place @where
there was a lot of water. There weren’t any water supply systems
at that time, so for ancient people, @whether or not they had access
to water was the most crucial problem. @In fact, the four major
civilizations of the ancient world developed near rivers, such as the
Nile.

®It is believed that the first water supply system in the world
was built in Rome about 2,300 years ago. At first, Roman people got
their water ®from wells, springs and rivers. @The larger the city
became, however, the more serious the lack of water became. The
appearance of public baths ®made the situation worse.

Therefore, the Romans built a new water supply system to get
more water. Pumps hadn’t been invented yet, so they tilted water
pipes slightly to let the water run down. Water supply systems were
established @not only in Rome but also in some other cities of the
Roman Empire. The water was stored in water tanks placed in higher
areas of the cities, and then it was (0distributed to houses, public
baths, fountains, and so on.

@It is true that the water supply system changed the Romans’
lifestyle, but @only the rich could actually afford to use it. Some
records show that Rome had eleven water pipes altogether, and that
their total length was about 480 kilometers. ®In addition, @the total
amount of water people in Rome used each day is said to have
reached about 1,000 liters.
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Today, our teacher told us an interesting story. He asked, “Do you
think a spider can fly?” I hesitated, then raised my hand and
answered, “A spider doesn’t have any wings, so it cannot fly.” The
teacher smiled slightly and said, “OThough not all spiders can fly,
some really can.” Very surprised and interested, I listened earnestly
to his explanation.

After they have hatched, baby spiders live together. But @after a
while, in order to move to other places, they begin to fly. How do
they fly? ®First, they climb to the top of a plant, then they release
threads. When the threads catch the wind, the very light spiders go
high up into the air and fly away. Actually @it’s up to the winds
where they go, so it might be better to say “they are blown away”
rather than “they fly.” ®In any case, they use their threads as a tool
for flying. It is said that some of the spiders fly ®no less than tens
or hundreds of kilometers from island to island. In this way, they
seem to spread across a wide area.

My teacher’ s story @reminded me of something. Just the other day,
while I was walking along the street, I noticed a spider’s thread
®come out of nowhere and stick to me. @It was when I was in a
narrow alley or on a mountain path, not when I was in the street. I
looked around but couldn’t find any cobwebs. But there was a
thread on my body. I heard that a spider sometimes (@spins a web
that stretches @from one side of the street to the other. But I
thought the thread that stuck to me @might have been one that a
baby spider had released when it flew to its new world.
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Have you ever heard the name “Heinrich Schliemann”? OHe was an
archaeologist who accomplished great achievements in the 19th
century. He was born in 1822 as a Protestant minister’s son in
northern Germany. @As a child, he learned about the legendary city
of Troy, which appeared in a work by Homer, and he strongly
believed that it had really existed in the past.

His path on the way to becoming an archaeologist was not smooth.
After @graduating from school, he drifted from one job to another
@while learning more than ten languages. Later, he ®succeeded in
business in Russia and made an enormous fortune. At the age of
forty-four, he began studying archaeology in Paris, and this was the
starting point of his career as an archaeologist.

When he started his work to find Troy, Schliemann supposed that
®it was the hill of Hissarlik that the city of Troy had been located
on. What he found under the ground were a lot of remains of ancient
buildings and wonderful treasures. The site was @identified as the
very city of Troy. Today, because of ®the advances made in
excavation and research, hardly anyone doubts the existence of
Troy. @Schliemann’s findings were so many and significant that he
will always be remembered as a major figure in the early study of
prehistoric Greece.

Even as an adult, Schliemann never lost the dreams of his childhood.
Sometimes a long period of preparation is required before your
dream comes true. This means that (@achieving things takes a lot of
time. There are a lot of things to be learned from Schliemann’s
passion and perseverance.
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