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The Invention of Writing

Long ago, people did not have writing. They shared information
by speaking to each other or by using pictures. This worked well in
small groups, but it became difficult as societies grew larger. People
needed a better way to keep records and share ideas.

One of the earliest forms of writing was created in ancient
Mesopotamia. People used simple pictures to show things such as
animals, food, and numbers. These pictures were written on clay
tablets. Over time, the pictures changed into symbols that stood for
sounds. This made it possible to write many different words.

Writing was very useful for daily life. It helped people record
trade, laws, and important events. For example, traders could write
down what they sold and bought. Governments could keep records
of rules and decisions. Because of writing, information could be
shared more accurately and remembered for a long time.

Writing also helped knowledge spread across places and
generations. Stories, ideas, and skills could be passed down without
speaking directly. This allowed people in later times to learn from
the past. Many important books and records from ancient times still
teach us about history today.

Although writing was a great invention, not everyone could use
it at first. Learning to read and write took time, and only a few
people were taught these skills. However, as education became
more common, more people learned to write. Today, writing is an
important part of everyday life around the world.



(1) How did people share information before writing was invented?
1. By sending letters to other groups.
2. By using computers and books.
3. By speaking and using pictures.
4. By writing on clay tablets.

(2) What is one thing the passage says about early writing in
Mesopotamia?

1. It was written only on paper.

2. It used pictures that later became symbols.

3. It was easy for everyone to learn.

4. It was used only for stories.

(3) Why was writing useful for daily life?
1. It helped people travel to other places.
2. It helped people speak different languages.
3. It helped people keep records and rules.
4. It helped people draw better pictures.

(4) What does the passage say about writing and education?
1. Writing was always used by everyone.
2. Writing became less important over time.
3. Only children learned how to write.
4. More people learned to write as education spread.
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(1)How did people share information
before writing was invented?
Ef%:3
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(2)What is one thing the passage

says about early writing in
Mesopotamia?
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(3)Why was writing useful for daily
life?
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AXDE 8 X (“It helped people record
trade, laws, and important events.”
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(4)What does the passage say about
writing and education?
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