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Japanese anime and manga have become popular throughout the world. Why
do you think they have become so popular?
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What is your favorite color and why?
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If you could spend one hour with a famous person, living or dead, who would you
spend the hour with? Explain who the person is and how you would spend your
time together.
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[1]

(A)Winter visited the northern town where I lived unusually early. The first snow
fell, I dare say, in the middle of November, and that itself was not unusual. I did
not expect the snow to pile up, as usual, until the turn of the year. On the contrary,
1t grew colder and colder, until our town was entirely covered with white snow in
December. The last time I remember we had such a completely snowy landscape
before Christmas was some twenty years ago.

(B)Winter came earlier than usual to the northern town in which I lived. If I
remember correctly we had the first snow in the middle of November, which is not
unusual. However, contrary to my expectation that as usual it would be after we
greeted the new year that we should have the snow piled up, the cold grew
increasingly severe until our town was clothed in white all over in December. To
the best of my memory, we had never seen such a completely snow-covered scene
before Christmas for the past twenty years or so.

[2]

(A) Greeting is the customary exchange of gestures and words, by which the station
in life and the degree of familiarity are mutually recognized. In many societies,
when you often see or merely know by sight each other, greeting does not require
you to stop on the spot giving up any other activities for a while, while on the
contrary when you come across an acquaintance you have not seen some time it is
usual for you to take so much longer time greeting him or her.

(B) By greeting we mean the customary exchange of gestures and words, which
enables the two persons to judge each other’s place in society and degree of
friendliness. In many cultures, on meeting with someone you frequently see or a
mere casual acquaintance, you don’t have to stop to greet him or her with any other
activities temporarily given up, while on the other hand with a person you know
whom you have not seen long, it commonly happens that greeting takes you that
longer time.

[3]

(D It’s not as good as it sounds. I'll be bored staying at my friend’s house. Well, all
I can do there is (to) eat corn.

@ Driver, will you close that window a little more?

@ Kinko, you made me a doll out of corn.

@ Speaking of Yopin, Mikiko told me about him. How is he?



[4]
(D The praise he earned because of his total blindness may have been his “second
handicap” which clouded his ability to play well. He must be happy that he was
judged fairly by the quality of his music, not by his blindness.
@ The son once said, “If I could open my eyes just once, I would want to see my

mother’s face.” Crying tears of gratitude, his mother said, “Thank you for being my

”»

son.
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[1]
One reason why Japanese anima and manga are so popular is that there are
anima and mango, for all age groups. They're not just aimed at children like a lot
of animation and comics produced abroad, Another reason is that they also deal
with a wide variety of topics, including some important issue like environmental
protection. They' re also popular because they contain all kinds of characters, not
just superheroes, so viewers and readers can relate to them. (77)

[2]

(A)When I start to live all by myself, I'd like to have some kind of pet in my room

if I am allowed to. To he sure, it may be troublesome to have a pet because I have
to take care of it every day. However, it will help me to avoid being overcome
with feelings of loneliness and becoming a prey to melancholy. I have no friend
here in Ooita, so a pet would become my first new friend. (80)
(B)Even if I am allowed to have a pet in a new apartment, I don't want to have one
at all. Certainly, if I have one, I won't feel lonely and fall into gloom. However, I
won't have enough time to take good care of it because I have to, needless to say,
study hard and do some part-time job to earn money for not only cost of living but
also school expenses.(73 14)

[3]
My favorite color is blue, and I feel blue has always been my favorite color for the
following reason. I've always liked the color of the sky on a clear summer day. I've
also always liked when the ocean looks like it is a deep blue color. I find both shades
of blues to be very calming, and I can feel really relaxed when looking up to the
sky or seeing the sea. (73)

[4]
I would spend the hour with Michael Jackson who passed away a few years ago. I
became a big fan of him after I saw the film "This is it." I think he was a very
professional and talented performer. I myself like dancing and belong to a dance
group, so I'd like to ask him how he created all of his dance moves, and it would
be really great if we could dance to his music together. (78)
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