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You are a senior high school student interested in improving your English-
speaking ability during spring vacation. You find a website for a course on
giving presentations held by a language school.

= Parker Language School (PLS) builds confidence in

m\ Presentation | speaking English in Japanese students. Since 1997

P Skills Course | we have offered this successful course. Improve your
English by gaining valuable skills in five days!

Dates : March 25-29, 2024

Location : Suzuki Hotel, Kanagawa Prefecture

Cost : 70,000 yen, including meals and room (bring additional fees for
evening activities such as a city bus tour and English karaoke)

Seminars Offered

@ Story : You'll explore descriptive vocabulary to attract audiences by
introducing topics without simply explaining them factually. Your
instructors have all taught publishing courses and been editors for a
wide range of magazines in English-speaking countries. On the fifth
day, students in teams will present topics in 1mag1nat1ve ways. Prizes
available! (Note: Evidence of high-level Vocabulary knowledge is
necessary to participate.)

@ Display : You'll learn to create slides to support what you say effectively,
using visuals. Course instructors have experience working in advertising
for well-known international brands. You'll introduce unusual products
with partners on March 29.

@ Adaptation . You’ll focus on tone, facial expression and body language
that match your words, to make those watching pay attention. On the final
day there will be a student battle between two sides to deliver information
through dialogue and gestures. Instructors, all of whom have had

A Application

Step 1 : Fill in the online application HERE by December 31st, 2023.
Step 2 © An instructor will contact you by phone to assess which seminar
would suit you.

Step 3 : Your seminar will be decided.

professions in sales across Asia, will judge.

— 2 —

M1 All PLS instructors have .

experienced living abroad
had careers other than teaching

judged presentation-making contests

0o

mastered foreign languages themselves

12 On the last day of the seminar all students will :

give a demonstration in groups
receive prizes for individual achievement

vote for their favorite presentation by a classmate

® 0000

watch students from other seminars make presentations

13 What will happen after submitting your seminar application?

You will be evaluated to decide your seminar.
You will deliver a speech by phone.

Your choice of seminars must be submitted.

e oo

Your English vocabulary level will be tested.
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MB: I longed to go online and felt restless. I wasn’t productive without

You are a member of your school’s debate club. In an upcoming contest, technology. Tt's almost impossible for first-year students to resist logging
your team will debate about whether students rely on technology too much. on to v%/atch ‘newly' uploaded videos.
To get ideas, you are reading a report about a school challenge abroad, JS: T tried discussing topics with my second-year friends and found I
written by a Japanese student who studied there for a year. remembered almost everything. Geiting ideas from the Net, I quickly

forget most of what I've read.

Limit Tech Challenge

Students rely on electronic devices often. There are fantastic apps for B3 1 The aim of the Limit Tech Challenge was for students to |
learning. However, many students waste t0o much time in looking at
social networking sites, and we want to do something about that. We appreciate technology’s benefits
asked students to only go online for an hour daily outside the classroom boost their general health
from March 1st to March 31st and to record what they had achieved before sleep for longer

waste less time

S0

going to bed each night. Around 700 students signed up, but over half quit
almost immediately. This included almost 70% of the third-year students
and about 30% of the first-year students, whereas few second-year students B2 One fact about the Limit Tech Challenge is that :
stopped. What made the second-year students different, particularly from
third-year ones? Looking at some comments (given below), I think I can less than half the participants completed the challenge
answer this question: many students depended heavily on electronic devices

students were encouraged to delete apps before starting

® 0o

Comments from Participants the instructions for it were unclear to some participants

KT: I'm so used to doing my homework with the help of Internet research
that limited time online made me anxious. Second-year students don’t
have as much study pressure as final-year students like me.

HH: 1 got fewer headaches and was able to concentrate better staying
offline. I also fell asleep immediately when I turned the light out and
felt fresher at school.

SR: 1 hadn’t realized how many excellent books the school library has,

and I spent less time checking how reliable sources online are.




B3 One of the participants’ opinions about the Limit Tech Challenge is that

[s 1.

®
®
©
@

first-year students struggle to stay away from social media
shortly after switching off devices, you don’t miss them
teachers nowadays often want students to do Internet research

there is so much Internet content that is undependable

R4 The author’s question is answered by ‘

00O

]
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Your English club will make a “quiz race” for an English camp. To get

some ideas, you are reading a blog about one a British woman designed.

Make a Fun “Quiz Race”
Great Britain is famously rainy, but last summer on a sunny weekend, I
wanted the neighbourhood kids to be outside, so I created a “quiz race”. Read

my ideas to make your own!

Important Steps in Making a Quiz
Location Challenges Objects Tablet

First, pick a place. We used a local park, but a nature reserve or any other
public facility would be fine. You could also use your home if your garden

is sufficiently large.

Next, think of intellectual and physical challenges. We included kids finding
yellow flowers or crawling under a blanket while holding balloons! For
some brain exercise, we prepared word puzzles and construction challenges,
like using chopsticks and tape to make bridges for toy trucks.

Step three is hiding necessary objects. Just place household things you
already own somewhere difficult to find. We even rented some swan boats
and told staff members about our plan a few days in advance. They happily
let us set up a challenge on the boating lake’s island! The secret is to come
up with clues for where to discover the next challenge. You could write
them down, or like us, give teams tablets. For each challenge, our kids had
to video-call the adult responsible for their team and either do their
challenge on camera or prove that they had completed it. Then, we told
them a hint or gave instructions for the next challenge and sometimes sent
maps. Though the same challenges were done in different orders,
everyone’s last one was doing an amusing dance for thirty seconds, so the

team who finished this final challenge first were the race winners.
J— 8 J—

$3E =HF (VU-T12Y)

The challenges you should choose will depend on how old the kids are.
My quiz race involved teams with a mixture of older and younger children.
Therefore, 1 designed challenges where teens wouldn’t get bored, or where

they could help younger teammates.

Next month for Halloween I’'m holding a ghost-themed quiz at a local
school, featuring frights and ghostly activities. I've just started buying

some scary decorations!

B11 Put the following events (() ~ @) into the order in which they happened.
L 8 [=[9 |—-[10 ][]

The kids performed funny dances for half a minute.
The kids started contacting adults through video messages.

The woman organised something with employees at the park.

® 00

The woman went shopping for some themed decorations.

B2 If you follow the woman’s advice to make your own “quiz race”, you

should .

choose a place with indoor facilities
consider participants’ ages when planning

make all challenges lively, involving movement

SR ONSONS)

provide some interesting goods as prizes
B3 From this blog, you understand that the woman .
asked players to collect items before others did

spent many days searching for a good location

used maps as hints for upcoming tasks

e 0o

wrote down instructions for adults taking part

_9_




=4 s 12

In English class you are writing an essay on IT problems you are interested
in. This is your most recent draft. You are now working on revisions based

on comments from your teacher.

Al art generators should be used properly

In recent years, artificial intelligence (AI) has
developed rapidly. Al is used for many things, such
as generating music, translating foreign languages,
and analyzing data. Al can be used in many positive
ways. However, many artists are worried about
AI programs that generate art. They believe these
programs should be limited or restricted.

First, Al art generators steal the work of real
artists. These programs must be trained on thousands

(1)
A

Many artists don’t consent to Al programs using their

of examples of real art made by human artists.

art this way. They believe their work has been stolen
and is being used illegally.

Second, Al art takes jobs from real artists. Al
art generators can make photographs or pictures at
a much lower price than a human artist and in much
less time. This @ changes the demand for real artists
and leaves them with less work. In the future, this
may cause artists to lose their jobs, even though they
are highly skilled and have spent years perfecting
their skills.

Finally, 3 let's consider learning art. Drawing,

painting, and photography are all creative forms of
expression, and are important to us as human beings.
Practicing art develops the small muscles in our
hands and encourages imagination and creativity. If
art becomes something we can make at the click of a
button, we will lose this important part of our culture.

Teacher’s Comments

(1) Can you tell me
how the Al programs
do that? Add more
information here.

(2) Changes the
demand in what way?
Be more specific.

(3) The topic sentence
doesn’t adequately
summarize your point.
Rewrite it.

F3E EF (U-FT17)

In conclusion, AI programs sample the work
of artists without permission, they reduce work
opportunities for artists, and they discourage people
from making art themselves. Many artists believe
that despite the advantages of Al art, it has a negative
influence on our culture overall. ¥ A

(4) Add a concluding
sentence here.

Overall Comment

This is very interesting. I had never thought about the problems with AT art

generators before. Good work!

fli1 Based on comment (1) , which sentences should you insert here?

(® AI programs analyze these images and sample them to make new

ones.

@ AI programs can make original art without using other people’s

images.

@ AI programs use art or photography bought from professional artists.

@ Al programs use pictures donated for free by human artists.

B2 Based on comment (2), which word or expression should you use here

instead?

expands
magnifies

reduces

®e00o

replaces
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3 Based on comment (3), which topic sentence should be inserted here? (T&Ex HK)

EEFE (V—=F1 7)) ORBE RIS -

(D AI art generators are better at making drawings and photographs
than humans

@ an increase in AI art will discourage people from studying and
practicing art

® children who use AI art use their imaginations in a way that is
different from artists

@ wusing Al art is a different form of creativity, so it should be

encouraged
M4 Which sentence should you add, based on comment (4) ?

(@ As aresult, artists should use Al art generators more carefully.
@ Consequently, Al technology is still not effective enough.

® In summary, Al should be developed more.

@ Therefore, the use of Al art generators should be limited.

— 12— — 13—
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You are one of the members of a university’s student government and you
have been asked to give advice on student life to the new students who will
be arriving at your college in September. Based on the following article and
the results of a questionnaire given to current students, you are going to

make a handout with your advice on it.

B30 HFE (V-F 1)

The key to a successful transition from high school to college is learning to
take more responsibility for yourself and your successes. Students who do their
best to improve their study skills, manage their time wisely, and make connections

with others are more likely to do better in college than those who don't.

The Transition from High School Life to College Life
Andrew Ridgeley, writer at Journal of American Educational Studies

College life is known as one of the most memorable years of a person’s
life. However, the transition from high school to college is a big one, a phase
filled with a mix of excitement, anticipation, and, of course, a fair share of
challenges, and it’s not easy for everyone. We go through a lot of changes
when we enter college. Our schools before college were a safe place where
we grew up and had been enrolled in for more than half our lives. The
transition to college is so sudden, and before you know it you’re no longer
protected by your teachers and friends from school.

College life presents different challenges compared to our previous school
life. You are now in a place full of unfamiliar faces, and you want to fit in. It
teaches us how to socialize and form our own opinions. In college, students
learn to exercise free will and become more confident and composed.

In high school, we were always dependent on our friends or teachers.
College life teaches us to be independent. It makes us stronger and teaches us
to fight our own battles. It also helps us take our careers seriously. We make
decisions that affect our future all by ourselves, whereas in school our parents
did it for us.

Also, studying in college is an exciting journey that opens up a world of
knowledge and opportunity, but classes are more specialized and challenging

than in high school. They are harder, readings are longer, and we must learn

to study efficiently and manage our time.

Results of the Questionnaire

Q1l: What aspects of college were you least prepared for?

No answer --- 1% e

Financial
o 14%

Life Balance

Q2: What were the difficulties or problems you had when you

started college?

Main comments:

Student 1 (S1): I found it was impossible to succeed in college without
doing a lot of studying. I took all my classes online, but I was still
surprised at the amount of studying I had to do.

S2: I had full control of my money, and I was not able to manage it well.
No one had ever really explained to me how to manage my own money.
S3: I didn’t think the homesickness would be as bad as it was, but it was

really hard the first semester.

S4: In high school, enjoying a social life without neglecting academic
work was never a problem for me but I struggled with it in the first few
months of college.

S5: My study habits from high school weren’t working. I was used to being
the smartest in my class, and now I was struggling to be even average.

S6: It took me a while to find people I felt comfortable with. 1 felt alone
and didn’t have the support I had had in high school.




Your handout:

Advice for Incoming Students
m College Life for Us
— One of the most memorable times in our life

— The transition from high school to college: a stage full of a mix of

® What We Should Learn from College Life
1

H

How to be independent and become stronger.

How to socialize and come up with our own opinions.
To listen to friends’ advice on important matters.

To study efficiently and manage our time.

Mo 0w P

To think seriously about our careers.

m Aspects of College for Which Current Students Were Least Prepared
— The share of students who chose the academic aspect was the

combined share of students who chose the other three aspects (excluding

“No answer”).

m Points to Mention Based on Comments from Current Students
— As ’s comment shows, many current students felt that their

didn’t work well in college. I'll give new students some tips on

how to improve their study skills.
— As the graph shows, 17% of current students, including , found

it difficult to manage their time regarding their studies and social life.
While college offers many exciting social and academic opportunities, it
can be a challenge to do everything at the same time especially for new
students.

— It’s not surprising some college students struggle with money
management. I would suggest that sticking to a budget helps students

keep track of their spending.

1 Choose the best option for .

®oo

depression, frustration, and hope

$3E HF (V-FT1>7)

excitement, expectation, and difficulty

expectation, satisfaction, and fear

surprise, loneliness, and t

hrills

B2 You are checking the handout.
Should Learn from College Life. Which of the following should you

remove? | 19 |

© e 00

m g O w »

You notice an error in What We

B3 Choose the best option for :

e 00

exactly the same as
considerably lower than
hardly any different from
slightly higher than
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14 Choose the best options for r 21 J andl 22 | (F = %2 A&

E RFE (V—F1v7) ORBREII®RICEL
® st

@
®
@ sS4
)
©

[2 ]

(D admissions preparation
@ previous study styles
@ social and academic opportunities

@ ways of interacting with people
B5 Choose the best option for I_TS_I 4

S1
S2
S3
S4
S5
S6

06O

— 18— —19 —
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Your English teacher has asked you and your classmates to search for a
story that moved you and to present it to younger students, using notes. You

have found a story written by a college student in the UK.

More Than a Maths Problem
Ewan Stones

I stared at the blank space on the page in the maths textbook. I had
been looking at it for two hours already. My maths teacher, Ms Burns,
would shout at me again.

I'd always struggled with maths, getting low scores during primary
school. My homeroom teacher, Mr Canning, said “Why do you think
maths is so complicated?” “I can’t do maths,” I replied. “Remember your
talents. You're creative, but you freeze when something is hard. Look at
maths another way,” Mr Canning said. “Like thinking of maths problems
in terms of stories, perhaps?” I suggested. “Exactly! Try it,” he said. It
helped.

When my parents divorced, my mum and I moved, and I changed
schools. Another kid, Billy, joined my class at the same time, and we
became close. Mostly, I had no issues, but that was not true in maths
class. The textbook was the one I'd used previously, but the pace of the
class was too fast for me, and I felt clueless. My scary maths teacher, Ms
Burns, was constantly yelling at me. The less I understood, the more
stressed I got.

One night, the homework was horrible. After I stared at the page for
ages, my mum entered my room and asked why I hadn’t written anything.
I started crying out of frustration. My mum said, “Take some deep breaths,

and then tell me what’s wrong.” She brought some tea, we chatted, and I

B3@ EE (Y-FT 129

The next day, my mum, angry with Ms Burns for upsetting me, came to
school and complained to her. Ms Burns looked shocked. “When I asked
why you hadn’t done your homework,” she said, “I genuinely thought you
were just being lazy.” I realised that I froze whenever I panicked.

Things immediately changed. Ms Burns patiently helped me in class.
[ felt foolish for not having said, “Excuse me, but I can’t understand this.”
She taught me to relate problems to real life and encouraged me to speak
out when feeling stuck. Though letting someone know when I was
struggling was hard for me, I began to find the courage to ask for
assistance when I needed it and was soon glad I did.

On entering secondary school, I was still not great at maths, but I
managed. Schoolwork became more challenging, and my mate Billy
always joked, “You get so upset when you're in trouble that your common
sense disappears! Relax!” He’d cheer me up by showing me funny animal
videos or something.

After a particularly tough day, I just decided to act silly with my
friends and did a funny walk along a corridor full of pupils. Billy, wide-
eyed, said “That was unlike you!” We laughed, and it felt liberating, and
this small thing erased the day’s pressure instantly.

I'm studying journalism at university now. I met Billy for coffee
recently, and he praised my imagination, saying “Remember when we
made up ghost stories on the school camping trip? Many kids begged to
hear more spooky tales.” I now realise I spent a lot of my school days
worrying so much about what I was poor at that I often missed praise that
told me where my talents lay. It also wasn’t until I entered university that
I properly grasped the worth of taking rests from time to time. I'm
entering a university diving competition next month. I'm a terrible diver,

but who cares? It’s fun! I can’t be good at everything!

soon felt better.




Your notes:

More Than a Maths Problem

About the Author (Ewan Stones)

* Did poorly in maths in primary school.
» Performed even worse in maths at his new school because his

class was hard to keep up with.

Other Key People

* Mr Canning and Ms Burns: Two of Ewan’s teachers who
suggested he change his approach to study.

* Ewan’s mother: Helped Ewan calm down.

* Billy: Ewan’s friend, who .

Meaningful Experiences That Helped Ewan Cope With Stress

Got unimpressive maths scores

»| 25 |>| 26 || 27 || 28 |

What Ewan Discovered After a Recent Conversation With Billy

He frequently :

What We Can Learn From This Story
-

| 31

r

B3E XE (Y-T 1Y)

M 1 Choose the best option for ;

acted like a clown and cared little about his grades
expressed his concerns to somebody

tried to include Ewan in activities with other students

® 0000

wanted him to stop panicking so easily

B2 Choose four out of the five events () ~ §) and rearrange them in the
order they happened. | 25 I — I 26 I - I 27 | - I 28 —l

(D appreciated that taking occasional breaks was helpful
became aware that he couldn’t speak up in times of trouble
fooled around in front of his friends

made more effort to tackle problems positively

G SN N(S)

was advised to make use of his creativity

A3 Choose the best option for ‘

enjoyed attempting challenging tasks if they were unrelated to school work
failed to notice when others pointed out something he was good at

reacted to situations with fear at first, even when they were easy

® 000

stopped communicating with friends when he was not coping so well

4 Choose the best two options for] 30 | and] 31 I . (The order does

not matter.)

Be aware of various different techniques for tackling hardships.
If you try hard, it is possible to succeed in anything.
There is no embarrassment in giving up when feeling miserable.

Use your strengths to help you get over your weaknesses.

© e 0O

We should not refrain from asking for help in tough times.
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You are in a student group preparing for an international environmental
presentation contest. You are using the following passage to create your

part of the presentation on valuable resources.

If you ask someone what the most precious natural resource on Earth is,
they will possibly reply “water,” as we cannot survive without it. Or perhaps
“oil,” which drives our modern lives, literally, with transportation and
manufacturing depending on it. But what about seeds?

Under a freezing mountain is a building, opened in 2008, that holds the
future of our species. Surprisingly, and scarily, 95% of our food comes from
only 30 crops. The Global Seed Vault holds over 930,000 types of food in the
form of millions of tiny brown frozen dots. It could be described as part bank
and part museum, storing a collection of 13,000 years of our crop-growing
history. Set up by Norway, with government money assigned to run it, it sits
in a sea of ice, which is the most northern place that regular planes can fly to.

Around 1,700 similar projects, called gene banks, are scattered around the
globe. These mostly store seeds from the local regions, which are mainly
collected to catalogue scientific information about different plants and to save
species in danger of dying out. Some, especially those such as bananas and
coffee plants from hotter nations, do not have seeds that are possible to store,
and the plants themselves are preserved in chemicals. As technology allowing
such practices develops, and alarm about climate change escalates, more focus
is on this work in the hope of being able to form new varieties of crops that
can survive harsh climates. Between 2005 and 2008 the price of wheat rose
dramatically, and the cost of rice tripled, mainly due to weather and plant
diseases wiping out large proportions of global crops. With help by the United
Nations in writing a document called the International Seed Treaty in 2001, the

goal of the Global Seed Vault is to obtain and retain copies of every seed in

B3E EFF (V-FT1>7)

these regional gene banks. This cooperation over such a wide geographical
area offers a rare ray of hope for humankind in a world full of conflict and
increasing environmental instability. In case of a critical climatic change or
spread of a plant disease, governments will be able to make use of the
catalogue to search for the varieties of crops that could survive it.

During World War II, in September 1941, the important industrial city of
Leningrad in the Soviet Union was surrounded by Hitler’s army, which cut off
transport links and burned buildings full of the city’s emergency food supplies.
Citizens and soldiers of the Soviet army caught inside the circle kept the
German army out for around 840 days. They worked through one of the
coldest winters ever recorded, in weapons factories without roofs, just
managing to stop the Germans from taking their city. People were forced to
eat zoo animals and to boil leather to eat. Leningrad also boasted a
magnificent university employing top scientists. One of the earliest recorded
seed banks was there, and during this troubled period, some 10 scientists
locked themselves in a room full of seeds and plants to stop starving locals
from stealing them. Several of the scientists died, one even apparently
amongst bags of rice. The Global Seed Vault currently stores many of these
original seeds in its collection.

The location of The Global Seed Vault is no accident. Far from modern
dangers like war, demonstrations led by citizens unhappy with government
policies, and noticeable climate change, this place is perfect for protecting
plant material, which is disappearing daily on a global scale. And that
explains why it receives funds from international governments and private
organizations. The agriculture industry is high-tech, allowing large-scale crop
production; but today the U.S. has only 10% of the varieties of fruit and
vegetables it grew in the early 1900s, and China had 90% more rice choices
just seventy years ago. This lack of diversity means that disease or poor
weather conditions carry massive risks. This would be less shocking if we

weren’t dependent on a limited number of types of crops.




Y"

The facility itself consists of a series of tunnels and rooms, with the seeds Your presentation slides:

stacked on floor-to-ceiling shelves in the main central vault between two 1. The Beginning

empty ones, which are ready for when the central vault is full. The thick ice « founded in 2008

covering the vault doors indicates immediately how cold these vaults are The Global Seed Vault: » tuninel"and Toom construction
inside. The whole building is temperature-controlled, with a cooling system Our Future .

located just past the impressive artwork that sits above the metal shield that

guards the facility’s entrance. People heading to the vaults pass a trolly

system, which is used to carry boxes back and forth. Between this system and

the vaults is a sleeve, designed to protect the building from changes in climate 2. Supporting Projects 3. Disturbing Truths
and erosion. The operations happen in the side control room, where « other smaller seed banks gﬁ;ﬂx— » %‘i
. . ) . - A S
everything occurring can be monitored closely. * gene banks which ... A K 4
v include 1,700 sites di . lack of di )
v record biological information eI acic of diversity
v preserve endangered plants
v pickle plants
v do genetic research :
4. Layout 5. Summing Up

Control
Room

95— —27—




1  Which of the following should you not include for ?

extremely far north
financial contributions from private organizations
primarily European seeds

seeds preserved in freezers

(CSNONONS)

United Nations support

B2 For the Disturbing Truths slide, select two examples of food-related

issues. (The order does not matter.) | 33 || 34 I

(D Compared to 13,000 years ago, we have only 5% as many crops that
we can eat today.

@ Governments are spending more money on wars and diseases than

technology for producing food.

@ Over just seven decades, close to half of China’s rice options have

disappeared.

' @ Partly because of bad weather, rice became three times as expensive

in three years.

® U.S. supermarkets are forced to import more than 90% of their

agricultural products.

£3@ EFE (U—-FT1>9)

B3 Complete the missing labels on the diagram of the Global Seed Vault

for the Layout slide.

® & Cooling System (B) Sleeve () Main Vault
(D) Trolly System (E)} Empty Vault
@ A Cooling System (B) Trolly System  (C) Sleeve

(D) Main Vault (E)  Empty Vault

@ (& Empty Vault (B) Main Vault (©) Cooling System
(D) Trolly System (E) Sleeve

@ &) Sleeve (B) Cooling System (C) Trolly System
(D) Empty Vault (E) Main Vault

® (A Trolly System (B) Empty Vault (C) Sleeve
(D) Main Vault (E) Cooling System

14 Which is the best statement for the final slide?

(® By developing and filling the Global Seed Vault more, regional gene
banks will be able to close, making it possible for world leaders to
focus more on specific problems affecting their nations.

@ Having apparatus in place to protect the seeds against climate
change is essential, and the Global Seed Vault’s structure is so strong
that, if maintained, it will protect seeds until we know more about
global warming.

Q@ In an era of political unrest, the Global Seed Vault is a rare global
project benefiting everyone. Eventually, leaders in regions facing
agricultural challenges will check a database to find crops suitable for
their environmental crisis.

@ The Vault is strong enough to protect food sources from outside
elements, and the art in the Global Seed Vault also attracts public
attention. This is intended to educate people and make them aware of

the Global Seed Vault’s important purpose.




5 What can be inferred about the situation in Leningrad during World

War I1?

(D Despite the urgent need for their food resources, the scientists
appreciated the greater importance of guarding them for the future.

@ The attacking army did not comprehend the importance of the room
full of foodstuffs so they did not destroy it.

@ The citizens had little regard for the seed bank or the reasons it had
been founded.

@ The seed bank was such a valuable resource that the building it was

housed in was particularly secure.

PiE (V=741 7)) oRBMEITKRICKE L.
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You are working on an essay about how much group work should be done

in class. To do this, you will follow the steps below.

Step 1 : Read and understand various viewpoints about group work.
Step 2 : Take a position on how much group work should be done in class.

Step 3 : Use additional sources to create an outline for your essay.

[Step 1] Read various sources

. 2

B30 EFE (U-T1>7)

Author D (High school student)

At my school, most teachers use group work. Sometimes it can be fun, and
I do learn a lot from my friends. But when almost every class has group
work, some group members don’t take the tasks seriously. On the other
hand, when I work alone, I often have great difficulty finding the answer,
but I feel a sense of responsibility. Therefore, both ways of learning have
their own merits and demerits, and they should be combined in class.

Author A (Researcher)

Teachers in training often ask me about group work in the classroom. There
are many studies that show how students benefit from working in groups.
What do the results of these studies show? They show that the more
students interact with other students, the more efficiently they learn. This is
because, by comparing their own ideas and answers with others, they notice
many things. This process of working in groups allows the students to
develop their knowledge and critical thinking skills quickly.

Author E (Parent)

My daughter goes to a nice high school that offers many great learning
opportunities off-campus. Recently, the art teacher assigned a group project.
To complete it, the students needed to visit two different art museums. It
was a valuable experience. However, because of the students’ busy
schedules, some of them were not able to make the visits. My daughter said
she learned a lot, but it was stressful for her because she ended up doing
most of the work herself. In the future, I hope teachers give more time to

do group projects so that all the members can contribute.

Author B (High school principal)

It is true that group work has many merits, and students find it enjoyable.
But just because a method is enjoyable does not mean it is the only one that
should be used. Research shows that students learn in many different ways,
and teachers need to have a variety of activities and methods to reflect this.
This means that although some group work is great, we still need to balance
it with individual work for a successful class. Relying on one method over
the other will have negative results in terms of both academics and behavior.

Author C (Teacher)

When I was just starting my teaching career, I mostly made my students
work individually. Although I enjoyed this style, I noticed that it might not
have been the most interesting method for my students. This led me to try
adding group work. At first, I noticed that the students were excited to
share their opinions with other group members, and they were definitely
learning a lot. Soon after, I also realized their scores were improving faster
than before. This is why today I use most of my class time for group work.

1 Both Authors A and C mention that -

(D group work makes it easier for teachers to improve students’
communication skills during class

@ students have an easier time finding the answers to standard-level
questions in groups

@ students tend to develop their knowledge quicker when working
with others

@ test results improve greatly after group work because group

members are able to share their answers



B2 Author B implies that .

(D enjoyment and popularity are not the only things to consider when
deciding how students should work in class

@ having students work alone is more beneficial than having them
work in groups

@ the various merits of group work make it a better choice than
individual work

@ there are very few disadvantages to spending most of class working

in groups
[Step 2] Take a position

13 Now that you have read the various viewpoints, you have taken a
position on how much group work should be used in the classroom.
You have made some notes below. Choose the best options to complete

| 40 |—| 42 | (Youmusthavea_llofl 40 |—I 42 ]correctto

get points.)

Your position: Teachers should keep a good balance between group

work and individual work.

e Authors I 40 | and [ 41 ] support your position.
e The main argument of the two authors: 3

Options for I 40 | and | 41 | (The order does not matter.)
A

w)

e 0
@]

s
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Options for

® Both group and individual activities are important for better learning
and to encourage good behavior

@ Individual work is not as efficient as group work but it does help
students increase their scores

@ Many studies on learning styles suggest balancing group work with
individual work is beneficial

@ The best kind of learning method varies from student to student
[Step 3] Create an outline using Sources A and B

Outline of your essay:

The need to balance group work with individual work

Introduction
Group work is a powerful classroom feaching method, and we should do

it along with individual work so all students can learn more efficiently.

Body
Reason 1: [From Step 2]
Reason 2: [Based on Source A] -+
Reason 3: [Based on Source B]
Conclusion

There should be an equal amount of class time for both group and

individual work.




Source A

The advantages of group assignments in educational settings are well
established. This is primarily due to the many studies indicating that
students themselves find group work enjoyable and may even prefer it to
other activities. However, whether or not students actually prefer group
work to individual work is still up for debate. This is because of the varied
results of these studies. In fact, it is highly likely that preference or non-
preference for group work depends on a variety of factors. For example,
student personality and their culture can influence how they feel about
working in groups. Shy students may naturally prefer individual work and
some living in other cultures may value lecture-based learning more than
student-to-student learning. Preferences also heavily depend on the quality
of the group assignment and even on the subject. Some studies have even
demonstrated how students may express a preference for group work in a
foreign language class, but when it comes to mathematics, those same
students may prefer individual assignments.

Source B

Results from a study conducted in Indonesia show that some students think
group work is not the fairest method. The survey gathered data from 10th
and 11th graders. The graph below gives percentages of students who
agreed with certain statements about group work.

Survey Results on Student Views on Fairness in Group Work
All group members participate in the work. 48%
It is easy to share work among members equally. 28%
Group grades are unfair. 36%
Some members get a good grade without doing the work. 24%

— 36—
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M4 Based on Source A, which of the following is the most appropriate for

Reason 2?

(® Although students may express more interest in individual work
than group work, teachers should provide equal time for both.

@ In many cultures communication and cooperation are highly valued,
which makes group work ideal for the classroom.

@ Schools should rely less on individual work, especially in math
classes.

@ Students seem to enjoy group work, though providing evidence for

a preference is difficult as many factors are involved.

15 For Reason 3, you have decided to write, “We should not abandon

individual work completely.” Based on Source B, which option best

supports this statement?

(D Although 36% of students state group grades may not be fair, over
half feel that all members participate in the work. This may show
some students place more value on individual grades.

@ Less than 50% of students reported that everyone helps with the
work, and over a quarter say some members get good grades without
deserving them. This means group work is unfair.

@ Many students find group work challenging. In fact, less than one
in four says it is easy to share work equally. Teachers should assign
roles to make it fairer.

@ Nearly one in four students think that some group members may not
deserve high scores, and a little more than a third find group grades

unfair. Thus, some students may prefer receiving individual scores.




