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The Changing Image of the Viking Age

For a long time, Vikings were widely remembered as violent
raiders who spread fear across Europe. Popular stories described
them as savage warriors who attacked villages, destroyed churches,
and cared little for law or order. This image became deeply rooted
in European history and culture, shaping how later generations
understood the Viking Age.

Much of this negative reputation can be traced to written records
produced by those who suffered from Viking attacks. Many early
accounts were written by monks and church officials whose
communities were targeted. Unsurprisingly, these writers
emphasized destruction and cruelty, often portraying Vikings as
enemies of civilization. Because few Viking voices survived in
written form, these hostile descriptions dominated historical
understanding for centuries.

In recent years, however, archaeological research has
challenged this one-sided view. Excavations have revealed
evidence of Viking settlements with organized trade systems,
skilled craftsmanship, and long-distance travel networks. Objects
such as coins, tools, and everyday household items suggest that
many Vikings were farmers, traders, and settlers rather than full-
time warriors. These findings indicate that earlier accounts may
have focused too narrowly on conflict.

Even so, historians caution against replacing one simplified
image with another. While Vikings clearly engaged in violence, they
also participated in cultural exchange and economic development.
What has become increasingly clear is that the Viking reputation
was shaped largely by who recorded history and under what
circumstances. This reminds us that historical images often reflect
the perspectives and interests of their creators as much as the
realities of the past.
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(1) What does the passage suggest about early written accounts of
Vikings?

1.

They were mainly written by Vikings themselves and offered
balanced descriptions of everyday life and social organization.

. They emphasized violence because they were written by

groups whose communities directly suffered from Viking raids.

. They were based largely on archaeological discoveries made

during the Viking Age by contemporary researchers.

. They focused primarily on trade, farming, and settlement

rather than warfare or religious destruction.

(2) According to the passage, what has recent archaeological
research revealed about Vikings?

1.

Most Vikings avoided violent conflict and lived peacefully
without significant interaction with other societies.

. Viking settlements were poorly organized and depended

almost entirely on raiding for economic survival.

. Evidence shows Vikings engaged in trade, skilled

craftsmanship, and settlement in addition to warfare.

. Archaeological findings have demonstrated that early written

accounts were entirely inaccurate in every detail.

(3) Which of the following views would the author of the passage
most likely support?

1.

Historical reputations should rely only on written records
produced during the same historical period.

. The Viking Age can be fully understood by examining military

activity without considering social factors.

. The identity of those who record history strongly affects how

past societies are remembered and judged.

. Archaeological evidence alone provides a completely

objective and unbiased picture of ancient civilizations.
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(1)What does the passage suggest
about early written accounts of
Vikings?
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(2)According to the passage, what
has recent archaeological research
revealed about Vikings?
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(3) Which of the following views
would the author of the passage
most likely support?
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