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It was language that, for the first time, enabled our ancestors to teach others,
including their children, about objects and events that were not actually
present.
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There are other intelligent animals living today with complex brains and
elaborate communication systems, but they cannot, so far as we know, do that.
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Chimpanzees and other apes can be taught many of the signs of American
Sign Language, ASL.
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They have acquired three hundred or more, and can use them in new contexts

and with each other as well as their trainers.
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But they did not, during their evolution, develop the uniquely human ability
to talk about that which is not present, share events of the distant past, plan
for the far-off future, and, most important, discuss ideas, exchanging them to
share the accumulated wisdom of an entire group.
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