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Preserving Local Languages

Around the world, many local languages are becoming less
widely used. In some communities, younger generations mainly
speak national or global languages because these are seen as more
useful for education, work, and access to media. As a result,
traditional languages that once played a central role in local identity
are gradually disappearing from daily life.

The loss of a local language is often more serious than it first
appears. Language is not only a tool for communication but also a
way of passing down stories, values, and ways of understanding the
world. Expressions, oral traditions, and cultural knowledge may be
closely connected to a particular language and may be difficult to
preserve fully through translation alone.

At the same time, efforts to protect local languages face
practical difficulties. Schools may have limited resources, and
families may feel pressure to prioritize languages that offer wider
opportunities. In addition, simply teaching vocabulary is not enough
if a language is no longer used naturally in homes, ceremonies, and
community activities. Preservation therefore requires more than
documentation; it depends on whether people continue to live
through the language.

For this reason, many researchers support programs that
combine education with community participation. Recording
endangered languages can be useful, but long-term survival is more
likely when younger speakers are given reasons to value and
actively use the language in meaningful settings. The passage
implies that preserving local languages is not about rejecting global
communication, but about protecting cultural depth in an
increasingly connected world.
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(1) What does the passage suggest about why local languages are declining?

1.

Younger people often avoid them because those languages are
considered less useful in modern social and economic life.

Most local languages are too simple to express complex ideas needed
in education and public debate.

. Governments have successfully replaced local languages with a single

international language in most regions.
Older generations no longer wish to teach local languages because
they prefer global culture and media.

(2) According to the passage, why can the loss of a local language be
significant?

1.

It usually causes immediate conflict between younger and older
members of a community.
It can weaken the transmission of cultural knowledge that is closely
tied to the language itself.

. It prevents communities from participating in international

communication and economic exchange.
It makes it impossible for people to preserve traditions in written form
or through translation.

(3) Which view would the author of the passage most likely support?

1.

Preserving local languages mainly requires storing them in dictionaries
and recordings, even if few people continue speaking them.

. Schools should focus only on global languages because cultural

traditions can be maintained independently of language use.

. Local languages can survive best when education is combined with

active use in community life and daily interaction.

. Efforts to protect local languages are unrealistic because global

communication will eventually replace cultural differences.
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