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Living in a Ubiquitous Society

In recent years, the concept of a “ubiquitous society” has
become increasingly important. In such a society, digital technology
is embedded in everyday objects and environments, allowing people
to access information and services anytime and anywhere.
Smartphones, smart home devices, and wearable technology are
common examples. These tools aim to make daily life more
convenient by reducing the need for conscious interaction with
technology.

One major advantage of a ubiquitous society is efficiency.
Sensors and connected systems can automatically collect and
process data, enabling smoother transportation, improved energy
use, and faster access to information. For instance, navigation
systems can adjust routes in real time, while smart appliances can
operate based on user habits. As a result, people may spend less
time on routine tasks and focus more on creative or social activities.

However, the widespread presence of technology also raises
concerns. Continuous data collection means that large amounts of
personal information are stored and analyzed, often without users
fully understanding how it is used. Critics argue that this lack of
transparency threatens privacy and may lead to increased
surveillance. In addition, reliance on automated systems can reduce
individuals’ awareness of how decisions are made, limiting their
sense of control.

Because of these challenges, experts emphasize the need for
careful design and regulation. A truly successful ubiquitous society
requires not only advanced technology but also public trust. This
means establishing clear rules for data use, ensuring security, and
giving users meaningful choices. The passage suggests that the
future of a ubiquitous society depends on balancing convenience
with responsibility.
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(1) What does the passage suggest about the goal of a ubiquitous
society?

1. To replace most human decisions with fully automated
systems that operate independently without human
awareness or involvement.

2. To limit access to advanced digital services mainly to
specialists trained to manage complex technological systems.

3. To integrate technology into everyday life so smoothly that
people rarely notice its presence or operation.

4. To encourage people to interact consciously and frequently
with digital devices throughout their daily routines.

(2) According to the passage, what is one benefit of a ubiquitous
society?

1. It reduces the importance of creativity and direct
communication by relying heavily on automated digital
processes.

2. It allows connected systems to respond automatically by
processing data collected continuously in real time.

3. It guarantees that personal information is always protected
and never misused by companies or governments.

4. It removes the need for regulations because technology can
manage social problems by itself.

(3) Which view would the author of the passage most likely
support?
1. Convenience should always be prioritized over privacy, even
if individuals lose control of personal information.
2. A successful ubiquitous society depends on ethical design,
clear rules, and public trust in technology.
3. Technological development alone will naturally solve most
problems related to privacy and surveillance.
4. People should avoid using digital systems whenever possible
to prevent social and psychological harm.
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