10

15

20

25

Intensive Course: 5/10

Name: / Date: Score: /4 4 min

GifeE
ROFEX Z5wMA (1)~ (4)DEBEMIZHTEIEZLLTROETREDE, TNTDO~@
NS 1 DEORI,

Whose History Should a Palace Tell?

In one European town, an antiquated palace has become the center
of a public debate. The medieval building was expanded by a dynasty
and later served a monarchy. Some officials want to restore its most
glorious rooms, arguing that the palace could attract tourists and create
jobs.

However, local historians say the building represents more than the
aristocracy that once governed the realm. A descendant of palace
workers recently discovered records describing servants, cooks, and
gardeners. Their daily labor supported royal life, yet it rarely appears in
exhibitions. Residents also remember a spring ritual that ordinary
families performed beside the palace gate.

After the site received an official heritage designation, planners
proposed a permanent exposition. It would display each surviving
ornament while also explaining how taxes and labor financed the palace.
An international preservation convention encourages this broader
approach, stating that historic places should present the experiences of
many social groups, not merely those of rulers.

Business owners nevertheless fear that complicated stories will
reduce the palace’s appeal. Historians answer that excessive
commercialism can turn the past into entertainment and reproduce
myths about a perfect empire. They support cafés and concerts if profits
fund repairs, but insist that uncomfortable evidence remain visible. By
combining beauty with honest interpretation, the town may preserve
both the building and a richer public memory.
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Questions

(1) Why do some officials support restoring the palace’s finest rooms?
(O They want the monarchy to govern the town again.

@ They hope the palace will attract visitors and provide employment.
® They plan to move local families into the palace.

@ They believe the medieval building is unsafe for historians.

(2) What do local historians emphasize about the palace?

D It also reflects the lives and work of ordinary people.

@ Its ornaments are more valuable than its written records.

@ Its spring ritual was performed only by royal families.

@ It should be studied without considering the surrounding town.

(3) What does the international convention encourage?

D Replacing damaged historic buildings with modern ones.
® Using every historic site mainly to increase tourism.

® Presenting the experiences of various social groups.

@ Returning all palace objects to descendants of rulers.

(4) What position do the historians take regarding commercial
activities?

@ They reject all cafés and concerts at historic sites.

@ They accept them only if uncomfortable evidence is removed.

® They believe entertainment should replace historical explanation.

@ They accept them when they support repairs without hiding history.
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