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John was torn between relief and anger.
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It lightened his spirits to realize that Christmas was the only thing that was

the matter with Martha.
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At the same time, he could have screamed at how typical this was of her.
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She had always made a fuss over Christmas.
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In her little apartment in New York, they had always had a Scandinavian-
style Christmas tree, with round Swedish cookies and coloured candies.
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There were always heaps of presents, expensive ones, from the very best
shops.
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She rejoiced in having things specially made for him.
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But he did not care at all about getting presents.
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This year, her play would be present enough, if she gave it to him in
manuscript covers, with a dedication.
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He had told her this months ago, and she had agreed, but now she had gone
back on her word, obviously, and was borrowing money they could not
afford to give him something he did not want.
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[FURTHER STUDY]
[Zw¥++ 1:The Chance to Perform])

He couldn’t hide his excitement when he got the chance he had to
perform on stage for the first time. He had waited years for an opportunity
like that, practicing every day. That moment became the beginning of his
journey as a performer.
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[Tvt+ 2:Lacking the Capacity]

Because she lacked the capacity she needed to manage such a large
team, the company assigned her a co-leader. At first, she felt disappointed,
but she quickly realized it was the best decision. With support, she learned
to lead more effectively and grew into the role over time.
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[Zvt1 3:The Kindness He Had to Show]

Although he had his own problems, he never forgot the kindness he had
to show to those who had helped him in the past. He often visited his old
neighborhood and offered support to struggling families. To him, gratitude
was not just a feeling—it was something that needed to be expressed in
action.
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