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We live in a world densely populated by humans in close
communication with one another over the surface of the earth. More
and more, the world looks like a single society, a “global village.”
But in fact, human society consists of a great many groups, as
different from one another as the city dwellers of New York, rice
farmers of India, and aboriginal hunters of northern Canada. People
differ not only in their daily occupations and material wealth, but
also in the ways in which they view the world around them. This
multitude of perceptions is directly related to cultural diversity
around the world, a diversity that is rapidly shrinking.
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The Nature of Excellent Teaching

What distinguishes great teachers from merely competent ones
is not so much the knowledge they possess as the judgment with
which they respond to students, noticing confusion before it is
expressed, changing an explanation when necessary, and asking
questions that encourage students to think for themselves. Rarely
do we realize that, by attributing their success to some mysterious
gift that cannot be analyzed or acquired, we may be turning what
could serve as a valuable lesson, carefully examined and gradually
applied by others, into something that is merely admired from a
distance. It is only when we examine such teachers closely that the
true complexity of teaching becomes apparent.




