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A dominant language may be required for
higher education, employment, or access to
public services.
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Minority languages may also be associated

with poverty, rural life, or social
disadvantage.
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A community living in a particular
environment may possess detailed
vocabulary for local plants, weather
conditions, animals, or methods of farming.
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Such knowledge is not always easily
translated into a dominant language.
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Songs, oral histories, jokes, and
ceremonies often depend on particular
sounds, rhythms, and associations that
cannot be fully preserved in translation.
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Although language loss is often regarded
as an unavoidable consequence of
modernization, its causes and effects are
more complicated than they first appear.
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In many cases, political and economic
pressures influence their decisions.
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Recording vocabulary and grammar is

valuable, but a language cannot survive in

daily life through dictionaries and

recordings alone.
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It requires people who use it for ordinary
purposes: speaking with children,
discussing current events, sending
messages, and creating new expressions.

[EFBICIE, FLELFETIL, REMEZER T
EAVE—TRELIL FLNRBREEDILRE,
HEWZBEWNTENEES A2 DRETHD, |
fiEE
AE, FECEEZTI T EXEDELT
FRETEIRVERNRTWS, HEEECTERICERY
NEBENDH L0, FIRKLIIAXE RN TH D,

=k

15

® FIEfE

ERROFER

BETESET T RECHERTEDETLHERL
IR TETIGBI NS -0, BENEBREDORER)
RRFELZEARIIRNTNS,

AR DX R E

56 BE

Schools can contribute to language
preservation, but classroom instruction is
not sufficient by itself.
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If students encounter a minority language
only during a few lessons each week and
use a dominant language everywhere else,
they may understand the language without
becoming confident speakers.
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People can become proficient in a national
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or international language without
abandoning the language of their

community.
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Multilingualism is not an exceptional
condition; it has been common in many
societies throughout history.
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Ultimately, a language can be preserved
only if the community itself wishes to
maintain it.
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Researchers and governments may provide
funding, educational materials, and
technical assistance, but they cannot
create commitment from outside.
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Nor should preservation require a language
to remain unchanged.
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Young speakers must be free to invent
vocabulary and adapt old expressions to
new circumstances.
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A language survives not by remaining
identical to its past but by continuing to
serve the changing needs of those who
speak it.
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