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The past itself no longer exists in a form
that can be directly observed.
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reconstruct it from

Historians must

documents, objects, photographs, oral

accounts, and other surviving evidence.
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Because the evidence is always incomplete,
requires selection,

writing history

interpretation, and judgment.
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Nevertheless, even responsible historians
may disagree because they ask different
questions or attach different importance to
the same evidence.
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One may focus on political leaders, while
another examines workers, families, or
minority communities.
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This does not mean that historians are free
to invent whatever story they prefer.
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Historical arguments must be supported by
reliable evidence, and claims can be
challenged by other researchers.
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Some groups left few written documents
because they relied on oral traditions or
lacked access to formal education.
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Silence in the archives does not necessarily
mean that certain people or experiences
were unimportant.
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New evidence can significantly alter
established interpretations.
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Advances in technology can also make

damaged texts readable or allow
researchers to analyze large collections of
data.
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Revising an interpretation is not always a
that
dishonest.
MRRZMBIET I LId, BIEIDIF AR FHETH -7~
ZeELTLERTEDTIIR, |

fig
ERED new discoveries and technologies
(& B VOO BT O IE LTV S, 7=,
ROBIEH, LLRIDOIRFEEIZL 2B X2 EHH % Bk

FTAHLIIROBLNVE VI HEE—EHT B,

sign previous scholarship was
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More recent research has explored
environmental change, gender, migration,
disability, and everyday life.
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However, historians cannot completely
remove themselves from the period in which
they live.
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The solution is not to pretend that such
influences do not exist, but to recognize

them and examine them critically.
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Historians should distinguish between

explaining why people acted as they did and
excusing harmful actions.
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Understanding historical context does not
require approving everything that occurred
within it.
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Complete objectivity may be impossible, but
this does not make historical knowledge
meaningless.
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Historians can compare sources, identify
contradictions, explain uncertainty, and
revise conclusions when stronger evidence
appears.
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Objectivity should perhaps be understood
not as the total absence of perspective, but
as a disciplined effort to prevent personal
preference from controlling interpretation.
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